
EPP FAQs  

1.  How long will it take to get certified? 

The length of time it will take to get certified is specific for each individual 

candidate. Once a student is accepted into the teacher preparation program, their 

transcript is evaluated and a certification plan is prepared indicating which classes 

are required for that particular certification area. Typically, a candidate is able to 

complete a certification program within one to two years. Certification plans are 

valid for three years; after three years, you will need to have your plan updated. 

 

2.  Can the Teacher Certification Program be done online? 

Some of the classes required for certification are offered online, however, there is 

not an online option for candidates seeking elementary or middle school 

certification. 

 

3.  How expensive are classes? 

The tuition schedule is located at this site: www.tamusa.edu. 

 

4.  How long until I receive my plan? 

You can expect to receive your certification plan within 4-6 weeks of the time you 

apply.  In some cases, information must be sent to the department through which 

certification is being sought which could delay the length of time required to 

process your plan. 

 

5.  What is the right certification for me? 

Our office can assist you with selection of a certification area by providing you 

with information; however, we cannot tell you what area is right for you or what 

area will be fastest.  Remember that you are selecting a career path.  As such, it is 

http://www.tamusa.edu/


important that you are committed to the education profession and have a desire to 

teach the grade levels and subjects for which you will be certified. 

 

6.  I received my plan, but I don’t understand it. What should I do? 

Call the Education Advising Office at: 

 

7.  How can I request a change to my Certification Plan? 

A Certification Plan Revision form must be submitted to the Education Advising 

Office. 

 

Certification Exams 

1.  When may I sign up for the TExES exam? 

All candidates seeking teacher certification through A&M San Antonio must 

receive approval from the EPP Certification Officer to take the "real" TExES 

exam. Most candidates will take real TExES exams during the semester prior to 

student teaching.  

 

2.  How do I sign up for the TExES exams? 

You will sign up for the real TExES exams through the Educational Testing 

Service (ETS) website.   

 

3.  Where can I get study guides? 

Study guides are available at no charge at this site:  

http://www.texes.ets.org/prepMaterials/#Preparation_Manual_Downloads 



Additional materials may be available for your particular TExES exam through 

local bookstores or at Amazon.com 

 

4.  I have passed my TExES exams, now what do I do? 

Once you have passed your certification exams, completed all of your coursework, 

and completed your student teaching, you should apply for teacher certification.  

 

5.  When can I take my exams? 

You should take your real TExES exams during the semester prior to student 

teaching or, for some certification programs, you will take your tests during the 

student teaching semester. 

6.  When are they offered? 

TExES exams are offered throughout the year.  

 

7.  I'm already a certified teacher. How do I register for an additional exam? 

Teachers who are already certified should go directly to the ETS site to sign up for 

any additional content test (www.texes.ets.org).  Candidates wishing to become 

certified in a professional area must take additional coursework and should contact 

the EPP Certification Officer for more information. 

 

8.  Do I need to get approved through A&M San Antonio? 

For additional certification areas that do not require coursework, you do not need 

to be approved through A&M San Antonio. 

 

 



Application for Teacher Certification 

1.  When do I apply for my certification? 

You should apply for your certificate at the end of your student teaching semester. 

Complete the TEA application for teacher certification online after 1) You have 

passed yours exams AND 2) Credit for Student Teaching has posted to your 

transcript (This may be 2-4 weeks after you finish coursework).  

 

2.  How long will it take for my teaching certificate to be issued? 

You should receive an email from TEA indicating that you have been 

recommended for certification within 6 weeks after you apply. 

 

3.  I am applying at several school districts that are asking for a letter of 

completion. How do I get one? 

You will receive an email with a Letter of Intent to Certify during your student 

teaching semester to give to districts. The email will come to you from the EPP 

Certification Officer. 

 

4.  I've already been fingerprinted. Do I need to get them redone? 

If you were fingerprinted for student teaching, you will likely not have to have 

them redone when you apply for your certificate.  However, if you have been 

fingerprinted for the purposes of substituting, expect to be required to have them 

redone. 

 

 

 

 



Field Experience 

1.  How do I apply? 

Candidates wishing to do field experience must attend a meeting where they will 

receive information about applying for field experience. More information will be 

posted on the EPP main website. 

 

2.  When do I apply for field experience? 

Candidates must apply for field experience during the semester prior to completing 

the experience. 

 

3.  How long does it take to receive placements? 

Because we must seek placements from a variety of school districts, the time to 

receive your placement will vary. However, we will try to provide your placement 

information to you within 2 weeks. 

 

4.  Can I complete my field experience in a private school? 

Students are placed in public independent school districts only.  

 

5.  Can I contact the district or school directly? 

You should NOT contact a district or a school directly. All requests for placements 

must come through the EPP Office and are not guaranteed. 

 

 

 

 



Clinical Teaching 

1.  When do I apply for clinical teaching? 

Clinical teaching should be your very last semester. You apply a semester in 

advance and you must attend an information meeting. 

For example, if you plan to clinical teach in the Spring semester you will attend an 

informational meeting at the end of the previous Fall semester.  Informational 

Meeting dates are posted on the EPP website and an email is sent to students on 

Jaguar email. Students are responsible for learning the dates and times of the 

informational meetings. 

 

2. When are clinical teaching Informational Meetings? 

Spring (April); Fall (November) 

 

3.  Application for Field Residency and Clinical Teaching Window: 

Fall (September), Spring (February) 

NOTE: If you are in process of completing your application when the window 

closes, your application will not be accepted by ePortfolio and your teaching 

placement will be at risk. 

 

4.  Can I take additional classes with clinical teaching? 

No, Candidates should not take additional classes with clinical teaching. All 

coursework should be completed prior to clinical teaching to prevent possible 

delays in being recommended for your certificate and to ensure overall success.  

 

5.  Am I able to student teach out of area or state? 

Some departments do allow student teachers to go out of area.   



6.  How long is clinical teaching and field residency? 

Clinical teaching is one semester, 16 weeks in length.  

Field Residency is 64 hours, 3-4 hours a week for one semester. 

 

7.  Do I get paid for Clinical teaching? 

No. Clinical teaching is the required culminating experience of the teacher 

certification process. This is a one-semester (six credit hours), unpaid, full-time 

experience in a local public school classroom.  

 

8.  How many hours do I register for? Six credit hours 

 EC-6, 4-8, and Bilingual Clinical Teachers register for EDFR 4613 

 Secondary Clinical Teachers register for EDED 4623 

 All Level Clinical Teachers register for EDED 4613 or 4623 (HQ Area) 

 

 9.  Am I eligible for financial aid? 

Clinical teaching is not considered full time because you are only registered for 6 

credit hours. We encourage all students to meet with the Financial Aid office after 

applying for clinical teaching to discuss their individual circumstances. 

 

10.  Do I have to clinical teach? 

Yes, unless you are employed by a Texas public school district on an Emergency 

Permit and teach for two years in the level/area you are seeking certification in, or 

you have been a certified education aide in a Texas public school and participate in 

the Education Aide Exemption Program. Please contact Financial Aid for 

additional information on the exemption program. 

 



Miscellaneous 

 

1.  Will my certification transfer to other states? 

Most states require a candidate to take their state certification exams to become 

certified.  It is important that a candidate who plans to move to another state 

completes the Texas certification requirements and becomes a certified teacher 

prior to seeking certification in another state. Candidates who attempt to become 

certified without prior certification will likely need to take additional coursework 

in the new state in order to meet that state's teacher education requirements. 

 

2.  Where and to whom do I mail my certification verification to? 

Certification verification forms should be sent to: 

 

                    Rebecca Longoria, EPP Certification Officer 

                    Madla 212 

                    One University Drive 

                    San Antonio, TX 78224 

 

3.  Where can I get fingerprinted? 

You will receive information regarding fingerprinting when you apply for your 

certificate.  More information about fingerprinting is available at this site:  

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=5535&menu_id=840&menu_id2=794 

 

4.  Are there any College of Education & Human Development scholarships? 

Yes. Please check COEHD website and financial aid for additional information. 



5.  Where can I find information about teaching careers and job placement? 

The Office of Career Services offers a wide variety of services to A&M San 

Antonio students. They also host an Educator Job Fair, in conjunction with the 

College of Education & Human Development in the spring semester.  Please visit 

their webpage for additional information. 

 

6.  Where can I find tuition and fees for A&M University San Antonio?  

www.tamusa.edu 

 

http://www.tamusa.edu/

