
Crime Victim Assistance Information: "What Happens Next?" 
This information has been compiled to inform crime victims of their rights and available 
assistance under the Texas Crime Victims Act (Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 56). 

Who is Covered by This Information? 

You are entitled to this information if you are a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a 
deceased victim of the following crimes: 

Violent Crimes 

●​ Sexual assault and family violence. 
●​ Kidnapping and aggravated robbery. 
●​ Assaultive offenses, arson, and homicide. 
●​ Other violent crimes resulting in physical or emotional harm or death. 

Motor-Vehicle-Related Crimes 

●​ Failure to Stop and Render Aid. 
●​ DWI and Intoxication Assault/Manslaughter. 
●​ Manslaughter and Criminally Negligent Homicide. 
●​ Aggravated Assault. 

Texas Crime Victims' Rights 

Victims are guaranteed specific rights and participation in the criminal justice system under 
Texas law (Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, arts. 56.01–56.021). To exercise these rights, 
please contact crime victim service providers at your local district or county attorney's office, 
law enforcement agency, or supervising agency (such as probation or prison). 

General Rights (Article 56.02) 

A victim, guardian, or close relative is entitled to the following: 

1.​ Protection: Receive adequate protection from harm or threats arising from cooperation 
with prosecution. 

2.​ Bail Consideration: Have the magistrate consider the victim's and family's safety when 
setting bail for the accused. 

3.​ Information: * Notification of relevant court proceedings (including 
cancellations/reschedules). 

○​ Information from a peace officer regarding the defendant’s right to bail and 
investigation procedures. 



○​ Notification from the appellate court regarding decisions before they are made 
public. 

○​ Information from the district attorney's office about general procedures (plea 
negotiations, restitution, appeals, and parole). 

4.​ Sentencing Input: Provide impact statements during presentencing investigations. 
5.​ Compensation: Receive information on the Crime Victims' Compensation Program. 
6.​ Parole Process: Participate in and be notified of parole proceedings. 
7.​ Separate Waiting Area: Access to a waiting area secure from the offender and their 

relatives. 
8.​ Property Return: Prompt return of property held as evidence when no longer needed. 
9.​ Employer Notification: Request that the state notify an employer of the necessity of the 

victim's absence for testimony. 
10.​Mediation: Request victim-offender mediation. 
11.​Victim Impact Statement: Have a statement considered before sentencing, plea bargains, 

or parole. 
12.​Continuance Consideration: For victims under 17 or victims of family violence, the court 

must consider the impact of any requested delays. 
13.​Capital Felony Rights: Information regarding defense-initiated victim outreach. 
14.​Presence at Proceedings: Right to be present at all public court proceedings, subject to 

judge's approval. 

Additional Rights for Specific Offenses (Article 56.021) 

If the offense is Sexual Assault, Abuse, Stalking, or Trafficking, you have additional rights 
regarding: 

●​ Evidence Information: Status updates on forensic analysis and DNA database 
comparisons. 

●​ Medical & Counseling: Rights to HIV/AIDS testing/counseling and a forensic medical 
examination (if conducted within 120 hours of the offense). 

●​ Protective Orders: The right to request the prosecutor to file for a protective order. 

Crime Victims' Compensation Program 

Administered by the Office of the Attorney General, this program helps with crime-related 
expenses after other primary sources (like insurance) are exhausted. 

Eligibility Requirements 

●​ The crime must have occurred in Texas, or the victim must be a Texas resident. 
●​ The crime must be reported to law enforcement. 
●​ The victim must cooperate with the investigation. 
●​ The application must be filed within three years of the date of the crime. 



Financial Assistance 

Claims may be approved for up to $50,000, with an additional $75,000 available for catastrophic 
injuries. Covered expenses include: 

●​ Medical Care: Hospital stays, physical therapy, and nursing care. 
●​ Mental Health: Psychiatric care and counseling. 
●​ Losses: Loss of earnings, support, or travel for court/medical needs. 
●​ Other: Childcare, funeral expenses, and crime scene clean-up. 
●​ Relocation: Assistance for victims of family violence or sexual assault. 
●​ Note: Property damage or theft is not an eligible expense. 

How to Apply 

1.​ Contact your local victim assistance coordinator or liaison. 
2.​ Contact A&M-SA Victim Services at 210-784-1906. 
3.​ Call the Office of the Attorney General at 800-983-9933. 
4.​ Download an application at www.texasattorneygeneral.gov. 

Notice to Adult Victims of Family Violence 

It is a crime for any person to cause you physical injury, even family members. 

●​ Tell the officer if you or your children are injured or in danger. 
●​ Ask the prosecutor to file a criminal complaint. 
●​ Apply to a court for a protective order through legal aid or a private attorney. 

Title IX Rights 

Victims of sexual assault, stalking, or dating violence have additional rights. 

●​ Title IX Website: A&M-SA Title IX Poli 

Helpful Phone Numbers and Contacts 

Service Contact Information 

Immediate Medical Treatment Call 911 / Use SafeZone App 

A&M-SA Police (Non-Emergency) 210-784-1900 

A&M-SA Police (Emergency Cell) 210-784-1911 

A&M-SA Office of Victim Services 210-784-1906 

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/
https://www.tamusa.edu/university-policies/titleix/index.html


A&M-SA Counseling & Wellness 210-784-1331 

A&M-SA Title IX Coordinator 210-784-2061 

Bexar County Sheriff (Dispatch) 210-335-6000 

SAPD Victim Advocacy 210-207-2141 

Family Violence 24-Hour Hotline 210-733-8810 

Bexar Co. Family Justice Center 210-631-0100 

Family Violence Legal Line 800-374-4673 

Texas Legal Services 844-303-7233 

Methodist Hospital (SANE Exams) 210-575-8110 
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