
Ex-offender Resources 
 

1.  Justice Center Council of State Governments Reentry MythBusters-

http://csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/projects/mythbusters/  Fact sheets are available regarding an ex-

offender's employment, housing, health, education, and access to federal benefits rights.  Also, sheets 

are available regarding juveniles and reentry and children of incarcerated parents. 

2.  eHow "How To Apply for Jobs With a Felony- http://www.ehow.com/how_7574587_apply-jobs-

felony.html  This site gives tips on how to apply for jobs. 

3. eHow "How To Explain Felony Convictions to an Employer"-http://www.ehow.com/how_7574587_apply-

jobs-felony.html    This site gives steps on how to inform potential employers about a  previous conviction. 

 
4.  eHow "How to Explain to a Potential Employer Why You Have a Criminal Record"- 

http://www.ehow.com/how_7574587_apply-jobs-felony.html  This site gives advices as to how to 

explain to an employer about a record. 

 

5.  eHow "How to Write a Letter About a Background Check-  

http://www.ehow.com/how_4850807_write-letter-criminal-background-check.html  This site gives tips 

on how an individual with a record should write a letter explaining the past. 

 

6.  Felony Guide- http://felonyguide.com/Jobs-for-convicted-felons.php This site gives advice about 

getting a job and gives information on a few employers, mainly located in western states, which hire 

felons. 

 

7.  Felony Guide- http://felonyguide.com/Employment-for-Felons.php This site gives tips on how to 

approach building an employment record. 

 

8.  the Beehive "The Ex-Offender Job Search"- http://tx.thebeehive.org/jobs/job-articles/ex-offender-

job-search This site focuses on the hurdles for employment and gives tips for employment for ex-

offenders. 

 

9.  Department of Labor Employment Information Handbook for Ex-Offenders 

http://www.exoffender.org/up/docs/Exohandbook.pdf   This site outlines federal government programs 

to assist ex-offenders with gaining employment and gives information on other federal programs to aid 

ex-felons. 

 

10.  Jobs for Ex-offenders - Help for Ex-offenders and Felons Looking for Jobs Blog- 

http://www.jailtojob.com/wordpress/  This blog by Eric Mayo, author of From Jail to a Job:  A Step by 

Step Guide, offers advice for employment and addresses the difficulties which females felon face in 

seeking employment. 
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Ex-offender Resources 
 

11.    Texas Workforce Commission Career Exploration & Trends- 
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/customers/jsemp/career-exploration-trends.html 
This site gives information for all job seekers regarding how to use Texas CARES to explore careers and 
how to succeed at work.  Also included are helpful links to evaluate expenses against careers and to 
match skills with new careers. 
 
12.  Riley Guide's Ex-Offenders: Resources to Assist with the Return to the Workforce- 
http://www.rileyguide.com/exoffend.html  This site gives good general advice but also contains a link 
to an extensive list of employers who have declared openly their willingness to hire ex-offenders. 
 
13.   Federal Bureau of Prisons Employment Information Handbook-
http://www.bop.gov/resources/pdfs/emp_info_handbk.pdf  This site gives information about federal 
programs to help ex-offenders get employment and internet resources for state and federal jobs.   
 
14.  Federal Bureau of Prisons Mock Job Fair Handbook-  
http://www.unicor.gov/about/about_fpi_programs/inmate_transition/pdf/mock_job_fair_c.pdf 
Although this site is designed to help penal institutions hold a mock job fair, ex-offenders may benefit 
from reading the section entitled "Prepare Inmates for the Job Fair"  on page four. 
 

15.  UNICOR-http://www.unicor.gov/about/about_fpi_programs/inmate_transition/ This site, 
maintained by Federal Prison Industries, Inc., gives information about the Work Opportunity Tax Credit 
the UNICOR Bonding Program for employers.  It also provides a sample letter for an ex-offender, who 
was convicted of a felony and incarcerated in a federal institution and who worked at UNICOR while 
incarcerated, to use with an employment application.  

 

16. Legal Assistance to Microenterprises Project- http://lamp.texascbar.org/resource-
library/legal/downloads/HireYourselfExOffenders09.pdf This site gives a guide for ex-offenders to 
start a small business. 

 

17.  Goodwill Industries International- http://www.goodwill.org/find-jobs-and-services/find-a-job/ 

This site has information for those with a criminal background on how to find a job. 

 

18.  Texas Offenders Reentry  Initiative- http://www.medc-tori.org/   The Texas Offenders Reentry 
Initiative, affiliated with the nonprofit organization Potter's House of Dallas, is based in five Texas cities, 
including San Antonio.  It offers a 12-month program, which includes employment coaching and job 
placement. 

 

19. National HIRE Network-  http://www.hirenetwork.org/  This site contains information on federal 
and state record of arrest and prosecution (RAP) sheets and provides employment and other assistance 
information by state.   

 

20.  JVS Chicago Job Seekers Guide- http://il.jobseekersguide.org/career-information-for-ex-
offenders  Although this site is geared toward Illinois job seekers, it does offer good career  general 
advice and resources, regarding topics such as assessment and bonding, for  ex-offenders.  
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